
             “ Just a friendly reminder that this section is a no photo zone” was a phrase that we heard from our 

emcee often during the CM 2007 conference in Busan, South Korea.  Each day he would post a slide with the 

seating arrangement of the conference center that pointed out the no photo zone.  This is where staff and stu-

dents from countries where being a Christian meant you life was in danger sat so that there photos would not 

be taken and put on the internet or risk their safety in any way.  We have heard a lot about persecution of 

Christians before, but never had it been so real to us until we saw people who really lived it.  We had Ameri-

can friends of ours on staff in East Asia tell us of how as they got off the plane there were people suspiciously 

taking pictures of them and the Nationals who were with them.  We heard reports of someone coming to the 

conference and asking for a list of participants from that same East Asian country (the request was of course 

denied).  Other times students and staff would share stories from the stage but could not be photographed or 

even sometimes stood behind stage as not to be seen for safety reasons.  The stories were incredible, like one 

student who was there who came to know Christ through interaction with staff through a website called ever-

yarabstudent.com.   
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             “I wasn’t even really sure I wanted to be a 

Christian anymore.”  This isn’t usually what students 

who are about to attend a CCC summer project are 

thinking about in the months leading up to project, but 

this is what Andrea was going through.  Andrea is a 

student at the Indian University at South Bend and 

was accepted to attend the Chicago CM 2007 Summer 

Project.  As we got closer and closer to the trip we no-

ticed that Andrea had not mailed in any of the support 

she needed to pay for the 3 week project ,which in-

cluded one week at the CM 2007 Conference and two 

weeks in Chicago doing outreach on local campuses.  

We called her and found out that she had not seen 

very much support come in and was thinking of not 

going.  We encouraged her to call back people who 

had not responded to her letter and within a couple 

weeks God had provided all the funds she needed to go on the project!   

 

            When Andrea returned from Korea she 

called her boyfriend to tell him about all she had 

seen and how excited she was about what God 

was doing around the world.  He was a little taken 

aback by her excitement about her relationship 

with God and explained that he wasn’t in the 

same place.  She replied without hesitation that if 

he wasn’t in this with her, they should not be to-

gether and ended their relationship.  The rest of 

the 16 staff and students on the project noticed a 

huge change in Andrea.  As we told about what 

they were seeing in her she replied “I feel so dif-

ferent and I was wondering if anyone else had no-

ticed.”   

 

            In Chicago, she shared her faith joyfully 

with students on the campuses we visited.  There 

was even a student taking summer classes at the University of Illinois at Chicago that she had the chance to 

lead to Christ.  It was amazing to see Andrea, who at the beginning of the summer was thinking about giv-

ing up on her faith entirely, sharing that faith with others, and even now prayerfully considering being a 

part of our staff team in Chicago as an intern after the coming school year.  

 

            In total our students and staff  shared the Gospel with 48 people and saw 10 of them indicate deci-

sions to trust Christ during outreaches on campus and one neighborhood BBQ outreach.  Not only do we 

consider it a privilege to trust God to reach the college students of Chicago, but we also loved having these 

precious students from across the U.S. join us in ministry this summer. 

              

Andrea with a neighborhood child during a BBQ Outreach 

The project enjoying the view after our banquet on the final night. 


