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Shock and Awe at University of Illinois Chicago 

             UIC is the largest school in Chicago, and has also been the most difficult school for our team to 
establish a movement on.  This fall we decided to try a strategy called “shock and awe” that has been 
successful in launching movements on other schools around out region.   

             On the first day of classes our staff team and volunteers bombarded the campus.  We gave away 
bottled water, water bottles, and had a drawing for some Best Buy gift cards in return for students doing 
a quick survey.  The survey  let us know which students were interested in being a part of or leading 
Campus Crusade.  We spent the next day calling and meeting with students and inviting them to an in-
formational meeting that night, which over 50 students attended.  There was excitement in the air as stu-
dents met and connected with one another over free pizza.  The program part of the meeting included 
some fun and information about what we are all about.  The message for the evening was about how 
John the Baptist wanted to be close to Christ and also point others towards Christ, and that was what we 
wanted to do as well.   

             The next day students who were interested in leadership met to learn what kind of commitment 
that would be and to make a plan for the rest of the fall.  Students leaders are now forming Bible Studies 
and around 20 students have been attending the weekly meeting at UIC each week.  What is more excit-
ing to us is the teachability and potential that our young leaders there have.  We praise God for the start 
of things at our most difficult to reach campus! 


