
             “Let’s make a list of every reason we can think of that our movement isn’t growing.”  That 
is the activity I proposed to James and Esther, the two student leaders at Benedictine University the final 
time I met with them before Christmas.  They were discouraged that they hadn’t seen significant minis-
try growth over the semester and the news that I had just broken to them, that I would need to take some 
time off campus to work on support in the beginning of the next semester, didn’t help matters any.  So 
we made our list of reasons.  There were 
situational things like there being too 
many commuters on campus, but most of 
them had to do with a lack of vision and 
commitment on the part of students other 
than the two of them.  We decided to pray 
over that list, acknowledging to God that 
he was bigger than anything we’d written 
down and to move on from there.   
 
             We made a plan to challenge others in the group to be a part of a trial core group, where they 
could come to a meeting once a week to learn what Campus Crusade is all about and take further owner-
ship of some key areas of the ministry.  When James and Esther returned from Christmas break the exe-
cution of our plan ended up taking longer than expected.  My first day back on campus was the first time 

the trial core group had gotten together.  My expectations were low, 
as we had tried something similar last year to get more people in-
volved without seeing much fruit. 
 
             This year, however, there is a totally different attitude from 
the students.  They have seemed engaged and interested as we’ve 
talked about the staples of our ministry and how they can be in-
volved.  Students have begun to want to go to conferences and meet-
ings outside of the ones on their campus, which has only gotten them 
more excited.  Kate is a freshmen who went to Christmas Confer-
ence and wants to be in charge of promotions for their meetings and 
other activities because she doesn’t want people to miss out on the 
great time she had.  A freshmen named Joy went to our metro wide 
leaders meeting and decided she was going to convince others to go 
to our Big Break conference, to share Christ with students on the 
beach in Florida during spring break.  One week earlier there was no 
interest in going to the conference by anyone at BU and now there 
might be 5 students going. Other students have stepped into much 
needed roles like being our liaison to the student government and 
social coordinator.  I think all of this leads back to a prayer of humil-
ity in December that acknowledged that God was bigger than all of 
our concerns.   
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This is it, my last newsletter as a sin-
gle man (who knows what newsletter 
design changes marriage will bring).  
Amy and I are nearly done with wed-
ding preparations. Amy is currently 
in her first of three weeks hosting 
students in Detroit for their Urban 
Immersion Spring Break trips.  Fol-
lowing that we’ll be going to a Fam-
ily Life Marriage Conference in 
Kalamazoo.  They have a track for 
engaged couples that we think will be 
good preparation for us.  We appreci-
ate your prayers as we start this new 
chapter in our lives.   

Pray for James, Kate, and Joy as they lead the movement at Benedictine 


