
             “ Just a friendly reminder that this section is a no photo zone” was a phrase that we heard from our 
emcee often during the CM 2007 conference in Busan, South Korea.  Each day he would post a slide with the 
seating arrangement of the conference center that pointed out the no photo zone.  This is where staff and stu-
dents from countries where being a Christian meant you life was in danger sat so that there photos would not 
be taken and put on the internet or risk their safety in any way.  We have heard a lot about persecution of 
Christians before, but never had it been so real to us until we saw people who really lived it.  We had Ameri-
can friends of ours on staff in East Asia tell us of how as they got off the plane there were people suspiciously 
taking pictures of them and the Nationals who were with them.  We heard reports of someone coming to the 
conference and asking for a list of participants from that same East Asian country (the request was of course 
denied).  Other times students and staff would share stories from the stage but could not be photographed or 
even sometimes stood behind stage as not to be seen for safety reasons.  The stories were incredible, like one 
student who was there who came to know Christ through interaction with staff through a website called ever-
yarabstudent.com.   
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  The Chicago area has 500,000 students on close to 100 
campuses.  To us those numbers don’t just represent the large task 
before us, but the potential of what God the amazing work could do 
in our midst.  What excites us isn’t just how Chicago could be 
transformed as God works in the lives of students, it’s how those 
students could take the Gospel to the rest of the world!     

 
             At just two of the schools where we are engaged in minis-
try, Benedictine University and the University of Chicago, in the 
past few years we’ve seen students invest a summer or longer tak-
ing the Gospel to Costa Rica, Italy, New Zeeland, Macedonia, and 
East Asia.  And we are trusting the Lord that more Chicago students 
would be involved in taking the Gospel to the world.   
 

We recently returned from our annual Indianapolis Christ-
mas Conference where over 1600 students (40 from Chicago) from 
Michigan, Ohio, Illinois, and Indiana came to grow in their relationship with God.  Over the next couple years some 
of these students will make up teams that will go to Berlin, Mumbai, Rome, France, New Zeeland, East Asia, and the 
Middle East to invest at least a year of their lives.  Others from that conference will join our staff and raise up even 
more students to go to the world.  Each year at this conference we so thankful for what God is doing in the lives of 
the students in attendance.  Seeing all these students gathered in one place also reminds us of the great potential Chi-
cago students have in spreading the Gospel. 

 
If just 1% of the students in Chicago were involved in our ministry, that would mean 5,000 students looking 

to make disciples and being challenged to take the Gospel to the world.  These 5,000 students could triple the num-
ber of locations our four-state region (Michigan, Ohio, Illinois, and Indiana) sends teams to across the world.  In a 
few years we’d likely have enough staff to have a presence on every campus in our region, in turn making it possible 
for even more students to be challenged and trained to take the Gospel to the world.  Also, the impact of the students 
who didn’t go into full-time ministry, but went on to impact the marketplace, the arts, and churches would be beyond 
imagination!   

 
As we see our ministries grow and more and more join with us in reaching the students of Chicago and the 

world, we’ve also recently seen the world’s students being reached here on our campuses.  One example is through 
Joy, one of our student leaders at Benedictine.  At the beginning of the year she requested to live with an interna-

tional student.  She was assigned to live with Jenny, an exchange student 
from mainland China.  Just before Christmas break Joy was talking with 
another international student on campus about faith in Christ.  Tina made a 
decision to receive Christ that day and Joy went back to her dorm room to 
tell Jenny about the experience.  Jenny explained that she had noticed a 
difference between Joy and her friends from Campus Crusade and the 
other American students she had met.  She asked Joy to tell her exactly 
what she had told Tina.  Jenny decided that night that she too wanted to be 
a Christ-follower and now both Tina and Jenny are meeting with Joy regu-
larly to grow in their faith.   
 
             We’re excited about the potential Chicago students have to be used 
by God to reach out to the students of the world.  Thank you for the vital 
part you play in this ministry!  
 
                                                                 With Jesus’ Love, 

Prayer Requests 
 
1) We are directing the Rome Summer 
Project this year!  Please pray for us as 
evaluating applicants, making arrange-
ments, and planning the project are 
added to our normal duties on campus 
and with our team.  
 
2)  Please pray for our continued minis-
try at the University of Chicago, Triton 
College, Benedictine University, and 
Dominican University… as well as the 
work our colleagues do on so many 
other campuses in Chicagoland. 

Joy led Jenny to Christ after a semester of 
prayer for her. 


