
Over two weeks in March around 40 students               “ Just a friendly reminder that this section is a no photo zone” was a phrase that we heard from our 

emcee often during the CM 2007 conference in Busan, South Korea.  Each day he would post a slide with the 

seating arrangement of the conference center that pointed out the no photo zone.  This is where staff and stu-

dents from countries where being a Christian meant you life was in danger sat so that there photos would not 

be taken and put on the internet or risk their safety in any way.  We have heard a lot about persecution of 

Christians before, but never had it been so real to us until we saw people who really lived it.  We had Ameri-

can friends of ours on staff in East Asia tell us of how as they got off the plane there were people suspiciously 

taking pictures of them and the Nationals who were with them.  We heard reports of someone coming to the 

conference and asking for a list of participants from that same East Asian country (the request was of course 

denied).  Other times students and staff would share stories from the stage but could not be photographed or 

even sometimes stood behind stage as not to be seen for safety reasons.  The stories were incredible, like one 

student who was there who came to know Christ through interaction with staff through a website called ever-

yarabstudent.com.   
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Prayer Requests 

 

1) April 10th-11th is our annual Step Up Conference for next 

years potential student leaders.  Pray that students would 

come and get a vision for how God could use them to reach 

their campuses.  

  

2) At Dominican we are doing an outreach called “One Ques-

tion,” where students on campus will be asked what one ques-

tion they would want to ask God.  We’ll follow up with an 

event where students can come and hear some selected ques-

tions answered by a Moody Bible Institute Professor.   Pray 

that students would come to the event and move closer to a 

relationship with Christ.    

 

3) Pray that we and our students would finish out the school 

year strong as most schools let out for the summer in the be-

ginning of May. 

A New Role for Andy 
             Andy has been promoted to the position of Chi-

cago Metro Operations Director.  What that means is that 

along with our two other directors, he’ll be giving overall 

direction to our team and specifically looking to develop 

our team in operational areas like finance, technology, 

marketing, human resources, communication, and confer-

ences.  He’s excited for the new role as it matches many of 

his areas of giftedness and gives him a chance to grow as a 

leader.  Finding someone to fill this role has been a top 

priority for the last five years for the leadership of our area 

of ministry, so he was glad to be able to fill a need.  As 

he’s begun to plan and start projects, he’s already seen 

how doing this role will help to propel our ministry toward 

growth in the future.  The role means a little less time 

working on campus with students, however he will con-

tinue to work with student leaders at both the University of 

Chicago and Benedictine University.   

             In March around 40 students from all over the country spent 

their spring break in Chicago sharing their faith on Chicago Cam-

puses.  Amy coordinated two weeks of a conference we call “Chicago 

Classic.”   Of the students who participated in the conference, one in 

particular really stuck out.   

              

             Ashley, a Junior at Northern Illinois University, signed up for 

the trip at the last minute as she had become a Christian only a few 

weeks prior to the trip.  Most of you are aware of the shootings that 

rocked the NIU campus in February.  On the first night of the confer-

ence, Ashley shared with the group the circumstances of her coming 

to Christ, which included a drug induced hallucination where she saw 

Jesus in the days following the shooting.  That led her to talk to a 

Christian friend who invited her to a special meeting the Campus Crusade movement on campus was hosting.  At 

the meeting the staff person who was speaking shared the gospel and Ashley prayed to receive Christ.  Her friend 

Matt shared with her that he was going to the Chicago Classic con-

ference and she decided to come.   

               

              It was fun to see Ashley's excitement throughout the week 

as she continued to experience her new relationship with Christ.  

One day she was so excited because she had just purchased her first 

study Bible.  Another day she joyfully shared about the long con-

versation she and Matt had with a high school friend of Matt’s that 

they happened to run into while initiating spiritual conversations at 

the University of Illinois at Chicago.  After first being “too cool” 

when they brought up spiritual matters, this student ended up in 

tears as they shared the gospel with him.  At the end of the week 

Ashley even shared with us a desire to come back to Chicago on 

summer project.   


